

LAKE MARGARET CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

                                              MEETING MINUTES

                        January 29, 2007         1:30 PM        ADIRONDACK, NISSWA

Members Present:

   

Rosemary Goff

   

Ed Koska

   

Elaine Leach

   

John McNitt



Doug Miller

            Mary Miller

   

Marlys Meyer

   

Earl North

   

Roger Reynolds

   

Leslie Severson

   

Bob Toborg

1. Treasurer’s Report:  $5,841.83

2.   Discussion was held on the regional planning meeting sponsored by the Brainerd- 

Lakes Chamber of Commerce, to be held this evening in Brainerd.  The Initiative Foundation and the Chamber of Commerce are funding the effort.  Earl North and Roger Reynolds expressed concerns about the concept and what it would mean for local government control.

     3.    Mary Miller presented a draft of the LMCA newsletter and asked for feedback.       

The newsletter will be mailed next week.

     4.    Marlys Meyer will contact Dave Loch to check on the status of our application         

for 501(c)3 Internal Revenue Tax Exempt Status.  This is needed to make fundraising easier.

5. Discussion was held in regards to increasing the dues.  It was pointed out that                         dues are not deductible from income taxes, but contributions to a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization  in addition to dues are deductible.  It was decided to keep the dues at $20/year and ask for additional contributions.

6. Discussion was held on needed funding to conduct additional testing.

( John McNitt reported that now that the City of Lake Shore is nearing                                                                                           

   completion of Phase I of the Lake Margaret study, he is attempting to meet with  

   the MPCA to determine to what extent they will  participate in any future                  

   testing.

( The City should have about $20,000 left in its environmental fund.  John stated                     

we won’t know when additional testing can be started until Wenck and 

Associates finishes its analysis of the stream data. Wenck is still waiting to receive that data.  We need to have funding in place soon in order to be ready to test in the spring.  The option is a year’s delay.

             ( Mary Miller reported that ETOC is not going to provide matching funds as 

                previously reported.  Mary will talk to Elizabeth Lee about the level of ETOC’s

                contribution.

             ( Property owners will be asked to donate funds to LMCA, which will be  

                donated to the City for the cost of additional testing.  Once we know the

    amount of  funding needed, we can brainstorm to determine who to approach 

    for funding.

7.  Bob Toborg stated that the question he gets from lake residents is “what are we going   

     to do in the spring about the curly leaf pondweed?”  The Acquatic Vegetation Task 

     Force is in the process of developing an acquatic management plan for the lake, which 

     should be completed before ice out.  Once completed the cost can be determined.               

     Ed Koska felt we should just deal with the curly leaf pondweed and forget the rest.

     John McNitt felt we might get some information from the Wenck report on a weed 

     Control plan.

8.  The annual meeting was set for June 9 at 10:00 a.m.  Joe Bischoff from Wenck and

     Associates will be asked to make a presentation, as well as a representative from the 

     MPCA.  The shoreland restoration workshop to be conducted by Heather Baird from          

     The DNR will be held in the afternoon.

9. John McNitt reported that the last stakeholder meeting with Wenck and Associates is 

    March 17.  He urged everyone to attend.

10.Elaine Leach stated that she believes we need a project manager who can look at all       

     of  the angles.  Earl North said the group needs to figure out how much it can do and

     concentrate on those projects.  He suggested an organization chart and said he would

     mail out a monthly calendar if the information is fed to him.

11. Mary will add an item to the newsletter inviting people to be a part of the Board.

12. Elaine passed out an article from today’s Pioneer Press regarding shoreland 

      standards.

13. Earl North reported that the re-write of Lake Shore city ordinances should be 

      completed by May to be followed by public hearings and council approval.  He feels
    

      it will be a very good set of ordinances which will bring us in line with many of our 

      neighboring communities.  They will allow for an overlay district under a separate set

      of rules that would be sensitive to development.

14. Upcoming meetings:

            February 15 - Lake Shore Environmental Committee, 7 p.m. at City Hall

            February 16 – Aquatic Vegetation Task Force, 2:30 p.m. at City Hall

LCMA’s next meeting will be February 14 at 1:30 at the Adirondack.

