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Lake Margaret Conservation Association to Hold Visioning Session

Lake Shore, MN, August 24, 2006--Anyone in the Lake Margaret watershed area who is interested in improving Lake Margaret’s water quality is invited to attend a visioning session on Saturday, September 23.  This three-hour session will be a working meeting to identify the three most urgent concerns and to begin a lake management plan to address them.  The meeting, to be held at Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa, will begin at 12:00 noon with a lunch hosted by Glen and Sandy Cook. Following the lunch, break out groups will meet with a professional facilitator, and by 4:00 p.m. they will have identified strategies to speed lake improvement.   

Lake Margaret was recently listed as nutrient impaired by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).  In 2005, MPCA testing found significantly higher than normal levels of phosphorous.  Phosphorous is a plant nutrient that can encourage excessive algae growth in a lake.  Left unchecked, excessive algae starve the lake of oxygen.  Game fish can’t survive, and the lake becomes toxic for people and pets.

It is not too late to improve the water quality on Lake Margaret, but people and funding are greatly needed. If you own land on Lake Margaret, enjoy boating and fishing, or live in the watershed district, you are encouraged to attend.  To reserve your lunch, email portviewmary@tds.net no later than September 15.  Other refreshments and door prizes will be provided.
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